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Synopsis

Is must reading for anyone planning to play hold ‘em. It was the first definitive work on hold’em
poker and was originally published in 1976. Yet it is still one of the best-selling poker books
available, and in 1997 it was expanded and updated to account for today’s modern double blind
structure. The text is designed for someone relatively new to the game, but it still contains much
sophisticated material which all players should find beneficial. It is probably best known for the
Sklansky Hand Rankings, which made the game much simpler to quantify and understand. Some of
the topics include how Texas hold’em is played, the importance of position, the first two cards, the
key flops, strategy before the flop, semibluffing, the free card, slowplaying, check raising, heads-up

on fifth street, and how to read hands.
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Customer Reviews

Hold’em Poker is a revision of Sklansky’s classic from 1976. It was the first authoritative poker book
to actually give starting hands in hold’em. Sklansky arranged the hands into eight groups and gave
recommendations on which ones to open with depending on position.In this edition he has revised
the groups and corrected some minor errors. For example, 7-6s was then both the #30 hand in
Group 5 and the #53 hand in Group 8. That has been corrected.In addition to being the first book
devoted exclusively to hold’em, Sklansky’s little gem is perhaps the best introductory book on
hold’em ever written, and then some. Sklansky does a masterful job of introducing the reader to the
game, pointing out how it differs from other poker games, narrows in on the community card

essence of the game, and then, amazingly enough, gives the reader information and ideas of



considerable value to even seasoned players. Even if you have been playing hold’em for some
time, and even if you have read Brunson’s SuperSystem, | still recommend that you spend some
time with this book.Sklansky writes in a deceptively terse style so that the ideas and concepts are
plainly stated without elaboration. This has frustrated some readers because in some cases what
Sklansky is saying is clear at first blush, while in other cases the text seems cryptic. There are three
reasons for this.One, Sklansky thought of himself primarily as a teacher and deliberately left out
some explanations while inviting readers to work out the reasoning for themselves. Serious players
who want to improve their game will benefit from this approach. Take out a deck of cards and deal
out some hands if necessary.
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